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By BENJAMIN MOULTON 
| Climatic Station 
Indiana State University 
December proved to be a record-breaking month. 
- Since 1894, only two Decembers, 1923 and 1931, have 
been warmer when it averaged 43 degrees Е. in 1923 and 
41.9 degrees F. in 1931, the latter being just 0.1 degree 
higher than the average of 41.8 degrees F. for the past 
month. In addition, three days broke long temperature 
records for high temperatures including Christmas day. 


The previous high for Christmas was 58 degrees in 
1932, but it was 63 in 1982. In addition, 26 days averaged 
above normal for the day. Only from the ninth to the 
13th did temperatures average below normal for the 
season. 
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All sorts of implications exist for such a warm period 
for the beginning of the winter and in particular for 
false signals for plant growth or winter hibernation. For 
those interested in heating problems, heating-degree 
days only amounted to 722.5 compared to December 
1981 average of 1109.5, or 65 percent of the normal 
member of heating-degree days. 
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ores Drovers December 


December also was accentuated by above normal 
precipitation. Some nearby areas had more but the 
station recorded 7.00 inches, the bulk of it falling in two 
rainy periods, one early in the month and the other 
around Christmas day. The month ranked fourth- 
wettest on record with previous wetter months being in 
1957, 1967 and 1918. 

The normal for December is 2.63 inches with a record 
in the past of 10.48 inches (Koch Record) in 1967. The 
citation of a Koch record brings attention to the 
problem of interpreting weather records. 

The official National Weather Service records in- 
dicates only 4.39 inches for December 1967. During that 
month, Rockville is recorded у the Weather Service as 
having 11.19 inches of precipitation, and the record for 
Indiana‘ that month. 

It should be realized we can get a 200 percent increase 
in precipitation even though it was only about 100 
percent above normal this year. The departure from 
normal precipitation downward has resulted in the 
driest month, .35 inches in 1976. So December really 
showed us some extremes. The chart profiles these 
quite well. The climatic range has been tested. 
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Tribune Staff Report 

Terre Haute residents kept the 
hatches battened down again today as 
sub-zero cold swept over Indiana. 

Schools closed. Meetings were can- 
celed. Cars refused to start. 

Area residents should feel warmer 
today with temperatures expected to 
reach five degrees above zero after 
Sunday's high of only minus seven. 
The low for today is expected to range 
from zero degrees to five below, 
according to the National Weather 
Service. 

Temperatures Sunday in the Terre 
Haute area ranged from a low of 14 
degrees below zero to a high of minus 
seven, which was reached at mid- 
night. 

The wind chill factor brought the 
low down to a bone-chilling 63 degrees 
below zero, according to the National 
Weather Service. 

Temperatures are expected to get 
up to about 10 degrees on Tuesday, 
with a chance of snow. 

A gradual warming trend should 
begin Wednesday, with highs in the 
teens at that time and in the upper 20s 
and 30s by Friday. 

Few problems were reported in the 
Terre Haute area. as most residents 
stayed at home Sunday. Schools 
throughout the Wabash Valley were 
called off Monday due to the cold. 

Charles Clark, Vigo County School 


Corp. administrative assistant, said — 


that the weather is a problem for 
youngsters who walk to school and 
the cold creates problems with buses, 
which either refuse to start or stall 
later because of gas line freeze. 

As of last night heating units in all 
schools were operating. 

Officials were scheduled to meet at 
11 a.m. today to get a weather update 
and make a decision about Tuesday's 
classes. 

Bill Price of Public Service said 
that scattered, isolated power out- 
ages had occurred in Vigo County 
because of the cold, but they were ‘‘in 
good shape" this morning. 

No substations or circuits were 
inoperative Sunday, he reported. 

Price had no figures available for 
the county, but estimated that elec- 
trical usage had greatly increased 
over the past few days. 

A spokeswoman for GTE said the 
company had received a few more 
calls than average but that they were 
for normal complaints, such as a 
delayed dial tone. She explained that 


area 


Today’s Outlook report provides a 


look at the weather in Indiana, Illi- 
nois and the nation. Check Page 11. 


the delayed tone occurs because of 


increased phone usage. 

She reported knowing of no lines 
down nor any service outages. 

William C. Cottrell of Terre Haute 
Gas Corp. reported that the 
company's sendout was ''extremely 
high" and believed that a record 
might be set when all the figures 
were in. 


Cottrell said that the company ex- 
perienced some problems because a 
regulator that feeds the main city 
belt line froze, causing a drop in 
pressure Sunday. He reported that 
the crews were on the problem im- 
mediately, but the cold and the wind 
caused heating units in some houses 
to run at full tilt without heating the 
house properly. 


Another setback occurred because 
the temperature of the gas coming 
into this area was abnormally cold, 
which may have caused the regulator 
to freeze up, said Cottrell. 

All interruptable customers were 
off the line Sunday, amounting to 16 
million cubic feet. Because the in- 
dustrial load was down on Sunday, 
that also helped, Cottrell noted. 

All gas crews. were working Sunday 
to relight appliances and to help 
customers whose appliances weren’t 
working properly, he reported. 

Hospitals reported few problems. A 
Gary man was treated and released 
from Union Hospital Sunday for ex- 
posure to the ears when his car 
stalled on one of the local highways 
while he was passing through Terre 
Haute. 

Service stations in Terre Haute and 
the Hoosier Motor Club reported an 
unusually high number of calls from 
motorists unable to start their cars. 
One station reported receiving more 
calls Sunday than is usual in an entire 
month. Many are still responding 
today to calls received Sunday. 

Crum's Shell station reported that 
many of the problems motorists ex- 
perienced with their cars stemmed 
from frozen batteries and starters. 


Dave Hammond at Vigo County ` 


Cab Company said, “It's going crazy 
in here. We've had 50 calls so far this 
morning (at 7:45 a.m.) and we usual- 
ly don't even have 20 by now." 


ӘУ зи ру Анипшиюо9 


Two. City 


Star Staff Report ^ ~~ 
Two women died and one woman was hospi- 


‚ talized because of exposure to frigid temperatures 


Monday. 

Although temperatures were higher, Terre 
Haute and the surrounding area still suffered in 
sub-zero, windy weather. 

Carlisle residents finally had water again early 
Monday morning after almost 17 dry-but-cold hours 
because of a pump froze. 

Most area schools were closed Monday, but 
planned to be open Tuesday. Sullivan Junior High 


‚ School may have been closed, however, because of 


a burst pipe. 
About 50 students arrived Sunday. from Latin 


+ America and Japan to attend the English Language 


Institute at St. Mary of the Woods College. The 
students were not prepared for the extreme tem- 
peratures and could be found at local stores 


: Monday looking for warm clothing. 


Ап additional 20 students are expected to arrive 


. Tuesday. Some of the students had never ex- 
‚ репепсед winter before, according to Pat Deany, 


director of institute. "It was quite a shock to them, 


- but they handled it very well.” 


Rosella B. Merke, 53, died at about 12:40 p.m. at 
Union Hospital, despite efforts to revive her by 
ambulance crews. She and her mother, Beulah 
Arnold, 79, were found in their home at 2117 Second 
Ave. by a neighbor at about 11:45 a.m. 

Arnold was reported in serious, but improving 


' condition in the coronary care unit at Union by а 
‘nursing supervisor. 
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Both women were victims of ехрозиг@. The heat 
in their house was off, but the reason had not been 
determined. 

Grace McCart, 86, 1519 Seventh Ave., was found 
dead in her home about 4 p.m. by her son, 
according to the police report. She probably had 
been dead for several hours, Dr. Thomas Ferguson, 
deputy coroner, said. Death was blamed on ex- 
posure. The woman was sitting in a chair, the heat 
was off and the phone off the hook, the police report 
said. 

А frozen pump shut off water to the entire town 
of Carlisle at about noon Sunday, according to 
Howard Walker, president of the town board. The 
town's 700 residents were without water until 4 or 
5 a.m. Monday, he said. 

Volunteers, town employees and two members of 
the town board worked to thaw out the pump all day 
Sunday, according to Walker. 

Most area schools were to be back in session 
Tuesday. Vigo County schools will be open Tuesday 
and the school schedule will not be affected by the 
closing, accoring to Charles Clark, administrative 
assistant. 

Secondary students will have examinations Tues- 
day through Thursday with no classes on Friday, 
and teachers are to report to school Friday, 
officials said. 

Whether Sullivan Junior High School was to be 
open Tuesday was in doubt Monday night, although 
other schools in the district will be open. А frozen 
pipe burst in three or four different places Monday 
and sprayed several classrooms, according to Supt. 


Community А а 


Reggie Laconi. 

If the pipe was not repaired in time to get water 
pressure up for the boilers, school would not be 
held, Laconi said Monday night. 

A frozen pipe for the sprinkler system of Ross 
Elliott Jewelers and Meis Department Store down- 
town burst Monday afternoon. Water poured from 
the roof of the jewelry store shortly before 4 p.m., 
icing the sidewalk along Wabash Avenue. 


Water was turned off and repairs made before 
the stores closed at 5:30 p.m. There was a “пісе 
place for ice skating" in front of the jewelery store, 
Bill Elliott suggested. “Ме ге putting a lot of salt 
out," he added. 


Terre Haute Gas Corporation was “їп good 
shape" Monday, after pressure problems Sunday. 
“It was a routine day. It was nothing like Sunday,” 
stated Ed Cox, superintendent of operations. 


Terre Haute Water Company reported about 100 
calls concerning frozen meters over the frigid 
weekend. This is three times the normal rate, 
according to Robert Bass, operations manager. 
Most of the calls had been handled by Monday 
evening. 


The cold is expected to continue Tuesday with 
highs near 16 and lows around 3. The sky should be 
cloudy with a chance of light snow in the evening. 
Wednesday, snow is expected with a low of 15 and 
a high in the mid 20s. 


Gradual warming later in the week and some 
snow was forecast. 
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Tribune Staff Report 

Terre Haute residents had slightly 
warmer weather today, but low tem- 
peratures Monday claimed the lives 
of two local women. 

Grace McCart, 86, 1519 Seventh 
Ave., was found dead in her home at 
about 4 p.m. Monday. The heat in her 
home was reportedly off.  . 

Also, Rosella B. Merke, 53, 2117 
Second Ave., died at about 12:40 p.m. 
Monday at Union Hopital after at- 
tempts by ambulance crews to revive 
her failed, a Union Hopsital spokes- 
person said. 

- Thomas Ferguson, deputy coroner, 
said that both women died of cardiac 
standstill — a result of hypothermia, 
which is caused by exposure to ex- 
tremely cold temperatures. 

**Once the body temperature drops 
below 94, it becomes very serious,” 
Ferguson said. 

Ms. Merke's mother, Beulah 
Arnold, 79, was also found Monday in 
the house on Second Avenue. Mrs. 
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this morning at Union Hospital. 

In surrounding areas, Clay, Sul- 
livan, Vermillion and Parke counties 
sheriff'S departments reported по 
weather-related problems this morn- 
ing or last night. 

But with the warmer weather, 
snow is also expected to begin to fall 
by early tonight. 

E.E. Newhouse, Hulman Airport 
fight service specialist, said tem- 
peratures today were expected to 
range from a low of 10 degrees to a 
high of 21, with a possibility of snow 
resulting from a storm building in the 
southwest this morning and moving 
east. 

The National Weather Service fore- 
cast this morning for the Terre Haute 
area called for a 100 percent chance 
of suow tonight with temperatures in 
the teens and 50 percent chance of 
snow Wednesday. . 

Meanwhile, schools in Vigo County 
were open today after being closed 


Monday because of extreme cold tem- 
peratures, with the exception of 
Terre Town Elementary, which had 
to close this morning because of 
water problems. 

Also, Superintendent James Han- 
nah reported that all schools in the 
South Vermillion Community School 
Corp. were open except Van Duyn 
Elementary. А Бгокеп water line 
there is causing problems. 

In Clay County, the only school 


closed was Staunton High School. 
Boiler problems were being ex- 
perienced. — 


Special Outlook Каро е 


Today's Outlook report on the weather includes: 
*Latest weather information from Indiana and lllinois; 
eUpdated reports on weather throughout the nation; 
ФА simple guide to common weather terms; and 
ФА chart showing how to determine the "wind chill. 
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William Price, area manager of 
Public Service Indiana, said PSI had 


had no major problems since the ~ 


weekend. He noted that power usage 
is still up. 

Some service problems have come 
up at Terre Haute Water Works 


Corp., 


individual customers being affected 
rather than an entire area. 

‘The water works received approx- 
imately 200 calls Sunday and Monday 
regarding individual frozen customer 
service lines and frozen meters. 

William Cottrell, a spokesman for 
Terre Haute Gas Co., said this morn- 
ing that everything was in good shape 
for the company's customers. Service 
has been restored from Sunday when 
outages occurred because of a frozen 
regulator, causing low gas pressure, 
he said. 

He stated that a few calls are still 
being received concerning low gas 
pressure and furnaces which have 
gone out. 


At General Telephone, company ' 


spokesman Eric Meister said the cold 
temperatures were less trouble than 
wet weather would have been. 


MERE 


spokesman Ted Hamelmann _ 
said, but it has been a matter of 


n 


Seo 

The company experienced no ex- 
cess amount of trouble, but its ability 
to react to problems was limited by 
the cold. n 

He also said that the phone = 
did not have an over-congestion of 
calis Monday, although the system 
was taxed. Extra operators were 
brought in and an unusual number of 
long-distance calls were placed. 

In other areas, Carlisle residents 
have water again after а 1540 18-hour. 
dry spell resulting from а frozen 
pump. Howard Walker, president of 
the town board, said Carlisle was 
without water from noon Sunday until 
between 3 and 5 a.m. Monday. 

Sullivan Junior High students re- 
turned to school this morning despite 
a lack of water. School Principal Ted 
Strain said a water pipe burst over 
one of the classrooms and the water 
was temporarily shut off. Water was 
expected to be restored to the school 
early this morning. 

Back in the city, Terre Haute: 
Street Department employees were 
off work Monday because of cold 
, temperatures and some mechanical 
breakdowns. —. 
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By KATHY DENNIS 
Slick roads, especially on hills, 
were prevalent this morning through- 
out the Wabash Valley as two sur- 


rounding counties canceled schools. 


and Vigo County school buses had 
some problems in the northeast part 
of the county. 

"Particularly in the northeast sec- 
tion of the county is where buses are 
having the most difficulty," said 
Charles Clark, Vigo County School 
Corp. administrative assistant. ‘‘The 
hills are slick and difficult to travel." 

He said that while no accidents had 
occurred this morning, three or four 
buses were having difficulty complet- 
ing their routes in the usual manner. 
Extra buses were sent out using 
alternate roads in a few places where 
the regular route could not be fol- 
lowed. 

Clark cited Otter Creek, Lost Creek 
and Nevins townships as the areas 
experiencing the most difficulty. He 
added, however, that one bus in the 
southern part of the county had 
turned sideways in the road in the 
Hoosier Park subdivision. 

In the city, bus drivers were 
warned to drive cautiously, and the 


oforists skated; 
weather clogs 
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only problems this morning were that 
some buses were running slightly 
late, Clark said. 

Assistant City Street Com- 
missioner Gene Elliott said the roads 
"weren't too bad," and that city 
crews were out sanding, “‘hitting the 
main slick spots." 

City buses were reported to be 
running on time this morning with no 
problems. 

In the county, Charles Cardinal, 
Vigo County Highway superintendent, 
said that the main problems were on 
hills. 

“We're getting (sanding) the hills 
right now, but that’s the only calls 
we've had," Cardinal said. 

He said on Darwin Road, particu- 
larly, cars were lined up trying to get 
up an icy hill. 

The Vigo County Sheriff's Depart- 
ment, however, reported four wrecks 
in less than an hour this morning. A 
spokesman for the department said 
the county roads were icy and slip- 
pery, causing bad driving conditions. 

In surrounding counties, schools in 
Parke and Vermillion counties were 
closed today because of slick roads, 
with icy conditions on both main and 
secondary roads. 
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By CHARLES MALOOF, 
DONNA CHRISTENBERRY 
Tribune-Star Writers 

High water threatened many resi- 
dents of Southwood Subdivision Satur- 
day night, forcing them to call for 
heip from sandbagging crews. 

Although precipitation officially 
was recorded at only slightly over one 
inch Saturday evening, several inches 
of runoff water stood on the ground 
around the homes in the subdivision 
located south of Rea Park. 

Sandbagging efforts involving Indi- 
ana State Police, 11 members of 
Company B, 972 Engineering Bat- 
talion Army Reserve, and 60 volun- 
teer firefighters from Honey Creek, 
Praireton, Pimento, West Terre 
Haute, North Terre Haute and St. 
Mary's Village and a Salvation Army 
team, began about 4:30 p.m. A short- 
age of sand hampered the work and 
frozen ground prevented the rain- 
water from draining. : 

Sgt. 1st Class James Rooksberry, 
Company B spokesman, said the re- 
serve unit supplied dump trucks and 
manpower to help protect the homes. 

"It was pretty bad...real bad if 
you lived there," he зад. Water 
entered houses and basements and, 
.according to him, some residents 
would have had to evacuate their 
homes if Це sandbagging had по! 
occurred. 

` The Rev. Virgil Clark, 1129 Wood 
ene, a resident of the trouble area, 
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said, ‘‘We never had flooding this bad 
before." He has lived in Southwood 
for seven years. He said water en- 
tered his home through a patio door 
and was іп a crawl space under the 
structure. 

Sandbags were put in front of vents 
and other openings and a sump pump 
was used to help dry the crawl space. 

Clark praised those assisting in the 
effort and said he was glad they were 
available. 

“The men helping did a magnif- 
icent job. We all are very grateful to 
them.” 

Another resident called the situ- 
ation ‘‘quite a mess. We had to cut up 
plastic bags while the National Guard 
brought sand. The firemen Неред 
pump water from our street down to 
the highway, also." 

He estimated nearly 12 inches of 
water was against the foundation of 
his home before help came. 

Other residents and workers said 
they believed further damage had 
been prevented unless more rain in 
heavier amounts should fall during 
the night. 

A spokesman for the Sewage Dis- 
роза! Plant said crews Пад been 
dispatched throughout the city during 
the day to correct sewer problems. 
Gratings on storm sewers which had 
frozen over in the cold weather pre- 
vented water from entering. Holes 
were broken in the ice to ease the 
situation. 
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Southern Vigo County wasn’t the 


only area having weather prablems 


Saturday night. At Lost Creek 
Elementary School, east on U.S. 40, a 
leak in the roof from melting snow 
dumped water into a hallway, accord- 
ing to custodian Howie Hylman. No 
damage estimate was given. 


A resident on south Seventh Street 
said the canal along Interstate 70 was 
filled and flooding into the street. 


Reports of flooding in other 
schools, residential areas, shopping 
areas and streets were rampant as a 
steady rainfall continued in the area 
throughout the evening — with a 
forecast of falling temperatures and 
snow flurries possible for Sunday. 


Elsewhere in Indiana a winter 
storm watch was in effect Saturday 
night and today for the northern two- 
thirds of the state. The National 
Weather Service at Indianapolis said 
temperatures could fall from highs in 
the 50s on Saturday into the 20s in the 
north and the upper 30s and low 40s in 
the south early today. 

The extended outlook calls for frig- 
id temperatures Monday, with lows 5 


above zero to the mid teens and highs- 


in the 20s to mid 30s. zo 

A Ше warmer | Tuesday. and 
Wednesday with a chance of rain or 
snow both days was predicted. Highs 
Tuesday and Wednesday will range in 
the 30s and low 40s, with overnight 
lows in the teens and mid 20s. 
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A Star Staff аже "m 
Monday was an extension of the long winter- 
laden weekend for most Wabash Valley residents, 
providing a chance to dig out from the worst 
display of winter wrath in more than four years. 

Many area businesses either didn't open or 
closed early because of the snow. Some reported 
not enough of their employees could make it in to 
operate, while others said business was too slow to 
bother. 

Most area schools were closed and announced 
Monday their doors wouldn't open Tuesday, either. 
That meant a break for teachers and students alike. 

One local educator, however, just couldn't face 
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to Monday without doing some kind of work. 
“P stephen Moore, chemistry teacher at North High 
School, called his old friend and former colleague, 
Mayor Pete Chalos, Monday morning and asked if 
he could help out. | 

Moore spent Ше morning answering phones at 
the street department and the afternoon taking 
complaints at city hall. 

Most departments at City Hall were at least half 
staffed Monday, but both the Park and Recreation 
Department and the legal office were closed. 

Chalos spent the day driving city streets. 
` Buses had attempted to run Monday morning, 
but the effort was given up after the first run. The 
mayor explained buses were having too much 
trouble getting to and away from the curbs. 

“И wasn't worth the risk of damaging life and 


property," Chalos said. An inspection of streets 
will be made at 4:30 a.m. Tuesday and bus riders 
can call the bus garage anytime after 5 a.m. to 
learn if the buses are running, Chalos said. If 


possible, the buses will run, he said. 


The streets are ''in good shape" considering, 


Chalos said. 


5 
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The Vigo County Highway Department has been 
working overtime in an effort to get county roads 
in at least passable condition. 

Commissioner James E. Adams said crews were 
out until 9 p.m. Sunday and would stay out again 
Monday night. Adams said all main roads were 
open and passable by early Monday night and crews 
had begun working on secondary roads and sub- 
divisions. 

Highway Engineer Harry Knight said road condi- 
tions are ''still not too good," and he said, ‘‘We are 
working as hard as we can." Knight said phone 
calls about road conditions “have been coming in 
by the thousands.” 

Most offices at the Vigo County Courthouse and 
the Annex & Security Center were open for business 
Monday, although, in some cases, only skeleton 
staffs were on hand. 

All five courts were closed, but other depart- 
ments, including Recorder's Office, Auditor's Of- 
fice, Health Department, Clerk's Office, 
Treasurer's Office, Board of Commissioners, Pro- 
bation Department, Prosecutor's Office and Coun- 
ty Assessor's Office were open. 

It is expected all offices will be open Tuesday. 

While Monday was an extra day off for some, it 
was just another work day. 

For hospitals, nursing homes, the federal peni- 
tentiary, police, ambulances, the airport and taxi 
drivers, it was busines as usual, or almost, both 
Sunday and Monday. 

Both hospitals used four-wheel drive vehicles to 
get employees to work. Some employees at Terre 
Haute Regional Hospital were staying over Sunday 
night. They slept in a new, but unopened wing, 
according to Mark Criss, nursing supervisor. 

Nursing homes called Vigo County Civil Defense 
for help getting their employees to work, according 
to Gilbert Leonard, director. His phone started 
ringing at 4:30 a.m. Sunday, he said. 

Meals-on-Wheels were not delivered Monday and 
will not be delivered Tuesday, according to Manon 
Beard, director. She called all her clients and none 
said they were in desperate need. She had planned 

Y on them: call REACT if they needed help, she 
said. " 

Since Meais-on-Wheels does not deliver Saturday 
and Sunday.,most of the clients have someone who 
helps ‘them on the weekend, Beard said. She 


believes (позе адре would be available Monday 
and Tuesday. 3 
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MUSH, MOM; MUSH, DAD — The kids were ding activity at Deming Park. Many area resi- 
always willing but the parents were getting weak. dents took advantage of their free time from work 


That was the order of the day Monday as “Опе or school to enjoy the snow. 
more time," was the universgbcry during sled- (Star Photo: Randy Prophet) 
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Death, fire attributed to 


Staff and wire i 

Record-breaking temperatures 
early this morning apparently 
claimed the life of an unidentified 
Vigo County resident and may have 
caused a 63,000 volt powerline to snap 
and subsequently ignite a gas line 
located behind a local bakery, accord- 
ing to Indiana State Police. 

A deputy from the Vigo County 
Coroner’s office was reportedly en 
route to an area in the southern 
portion of the city at TRIBUNE press 
time to investigate the discovery of 
the body of a man who apparently 
died from exposure. Fire department 
ambulances, and several Vigo County 
Sheriff's deputies were reportedly at 
the scene. 

In another part of the county, Indi- 
ana State Trooper Charles Ellis said 


there was an apparent gas line leak 
near the Wonder Bread Bakery, on 
U.S. 41 south, and the downed power 
line created an explosion. The gas 
line fire sent a charge which blew two 
gas meters at homes located in an 
adjacent subdivision. One home sus- 
tained minor fire damage. 

Several hundred Public Service In- 
diana customers were without elec- 
trical service during the frigid morn- 
ing until repairs could be made. 

In an unrelated matter, Marion 
Robbins, 54, 334 N. 13th St., sustained 
first, second and third degree burns 
over an estimated 60 percent of his 
body in an explosion and fire early 
today at his home. 

A fire department spokesman said 
Robbins apparently attempted to 
light a cigarette from the stove when 
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an explosion йш His 'elothirig 
was set afire. 

Robbins was taken to Union Hospi- 
tal for treatment. A condition report 
was not available early this morning. 

Terre Haute was not the only com- 
munity affected by the cold, as other 
state residents awoke to brutal, 
record-setting cold today that glazed 
windows, froze door locks, and killed 
auto batteries on one of the coldest 
February days in history. 

Terre Haute was unofficially the 
state's coldest spot. The temperature 
at Hulman Field reached 23 below 
zero at 6 a.m., shattering the previous 
record of 12 below set in 1979. 

The problem was further com- 
plicated by a thick fog bank just 
before sunrise which made travel on 
the west side of the city hazardous. 
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The condition reportedly was the re- 
sult of warmer temperatures of the 
Wabash River combining with the 
frigid air. 

Across the state, the latest attack 
by the merciless winter of 1982 sent 
the mercury plumetting as low as 20 
below zero from one end of Indiana to 
the other. Record lows were set at 
Indianapolis, Fort Wayne, South Bend 
and Valparaiso, the National Weather 
Service said. 


The bitter cold was a product of an 
arctic air mass that settled over the 
state, forecasters said. 

At 5 a.m. EST, the temperature at 
Indianapolis International Airport 
skidded down to 20 degrees below 


‚ zero, breaking the record low tem- 


perature of 16 below zero, set in 1899. 
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Another roof falls victim to weather 


According to one socal MET oli iu | &pected to remain there throughout the week. 


By JAN CHAIT, 
and ROB SHAW 
Tribune Staff Writers 
At least three persons in the Terre Haute area 
wish the current warming trend would have oc- 
curred weeks ago, as yet another roof has fallen 
victim to heavy amounts of ice and snow. 
Mike and Richard McClain, owners of Central 
‚ TV, 701 М. Ninth St., were greeted with a $75,000 
‹ loss Sunday morning at about 9:30 when the roof of 
their business yielded to the snow and ice that 
Tested on it. 
_ Meawhile, Samuel Barnett, 914 Tippecanoe St., 
found his home under a barrage of flying bricks and 
other materials from the collapsed roof of the 
television service center. 
Damages to Barnett's home were estimated at 
$2,000 by officials. 
. Central TV became the fourth major victim of 
the vicious winter weather and its roof-destruction 


capabilities, In past weeks, the Racquet Club, 
= ts and the U.S. Postal Service annex 
ui 


* rave fallen prey to the heavy weight of ice 


Paitson, co-owner of Paitson Roofing Co., Inc., 
more calls have been coming in lately than ever 
before — with the possible exception of the blizzard 
of 1977. 

The primary problem, business spokesmen said, 
is that the snow is melting, but it has no place to 
go since many gutters are clogged with ice. 

Bill Ennis, secretary-treasurer of Guarantee 
Roofing Co., suggested filling panty hose with salt 
and placing them on the ice dam at the edge of the 
roof to form a channel for the water to run off. He 
doesn’t suggest chipping the ice away, as that can 
damage the roof. 

Meanwhile, Phil Lough, owner of Lough Brothers 
Roofing & Siding Co., Inc., said his company has 
received calls from people whose patio roofs have 
collapsed. 

Lough said the freezing and thawing fractures 
roofs in flat areas. ‘‘It’ll be OK after the snow is 
gone. Right now, water is running sideways and, in 
some cases, uphill (because it has no other place to 
го),” he said. 

Lough also suggests physically making a path, 
about 12 inches wide, for the water to run off. 

Meanwhile, temperatures climbed into the lower 
40s Sunday in the Wabash Valley area, and they are 


With the higher temperatures, the big melting 
process is beginning to take place, and its effects 
will be seen as the warmup continues. 

“This slow thaw ought to carry off things pretty 
good," said Mayor Pete Chalos. 

Earlier, Chalos had been worried that uncleared 
sewer inlets might result in flooded neighborhoods, 
but now he seems to have a little less worry that 
that will happen. 

According to Indiana State Department of High- 


ways spokesmen, the mayor explained, water will — 


usually get underneath the ice and raise it up. 

Now that the mercury has climbed and snow is 
becoming a thing of the past on major thorough- 
fares in the city, city drivers are now faced with 
another weather-related headache — chuckholes. 

The city is trying to pave the way for smoother 
streets, and it will do that as soon as streets 
become dry. 


"We've got several intersections and several . 


streets that are going to need major work," Chalos 
said. 

A portion of Margaret Avenue between Third and 
Fourth streets has been reduced to one lane of 
traffic, Chalos said, to save motorists from the 
wear and tear of hitting the craters. 
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Flood Problems 


Star Staff Report 

Flooding in the Terre Haute area poses no real 
threat at this point but officials say the problem 
could become more serious with heavy rainfall. 

Local law enforcement officers said Tuesday 
evening some roads in the area had pools of water 
causing some minor traffic problems. Parking lots, 
especially at major shopping centers are another 
trouble spot, a spokesman for the Vigo County 
Sheriff's Department said. 

Flooding is expected to plague “Ше ususal 
spots" in the county, according to Commissioner 
John Scott. Dallas Road and the Springwood 
subdivision were two areas where at least some 
flooding would probably occur, officials say. 

About .02 inches of rain had fallen in Terre Haute 
late Tuesday, officials witht he Water Works Corp. 
said. The Wabash River was at 7.6 feet and rising. 

The problems could become serious, weather 
officials say, if the rainfall predicted over the next 
few days is heavy, causing the large amount of 
snow and ice on the ground to melt rapidly and 
creating too much surface water for drains and 
sewers to handle. 

However, there may be a slight break in the rain, 
at least for part of today. The forecast calls for 
“misty and mild” conditions today with the rain 
gradually diminishing. But the rain will return 
Wednesday night and Thursday. 

The weather service says there is a 70 pereent 
chance of rain for Wednesday and a 40 percent 
chance for Wednesday night. 

Rain is again in the forecast for the weekend, 
with a clearing trend to develop sometime late 
Saturday or early Sunday. 

Despite the gloomy forecast, a spokesman for 
the National Weather Service says Hoosiers 
Shouldn't be too worried about the flooding threat 
— at least not yet. Forecaster John Hendrickson 
says although the service has declared a ''mod- 
erate flood threat” for the northern two thirds of 
the state. 
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By 9 p.m. Monday night, a winter storm produced at least two 
inches of the predicted four-to-six inches of snow. The weather- 
man promises at least six by Tuesday afternoon. 

Just three hours into the storm drivers were slipping off both 
Terre Haute city and Vigo County roads. 

A fresh batch of the slick stuff kept State Police busy with the 
. minor traffic accidents, most of which involved cars and trucks 
slipping off the highway. One driver came into the State Police 
Post on foot after his car slid into a ditch. АП state police wreckers 
were out, according to State Police personnel. 

Additonal snow Tuesday afternoon is predicted to bring the total 
new accumulation to the six-inch level. Steady or slowly falling 
temperatures will preserve the new accumulation, the National 
Weather Service predicted, with zero to 5-below temperatures 
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te ; Dumps New Layer Of Snow On City 


promise to keep it all intact Wednesday, as well. In spite of 
expected sunshine it will be very cold, according to the weather 
service. 

The Thursday forcast includes a chance of rain and — more 
snow on Friday and Saturday. 

The Terre Haute area wasn't alone when the snow fell Monday 
night. A winter storm watch was also issued for central and 
northeastern sections of Indiana for Monday night — a region 
where snow depths already are a foot or more. 

The National Weather Service didn't issue any immediate 
prediction on accumulation for the northern part of the state, but 
did say blowing and drifting of snow Monday night and Tuesday 
could make travel difficult. v 

The latest round of winter weather was spawned from a low 
pressure system moving northward from New Mexico. Abundant 
moisture from the Gulf of Mexico was feeding into it, the weather 
service said. 
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Cemetery work difficult 
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я hy JAN CHAIT 
T FEB 9 1982 Tribune Staff Writer 
Snow spreads its white mantle over the ground where bright plastic 
flowers perpetually bloom. Here and there a Christmas wreath pokes 
through the white blanket. The road curves to the right, down the hill and 


past a pond over to a concrete block building. Inside are three men, thawing 
out in front of a wood burning stove. 


| 
The men have been working outdoors, as they do all year round. They dig | 


holes. The holes measure 40 inches wide by eight feet long by six feet deep. 
The holes are graves. 


The work site is Highland Lawn Cemetery and the men are Norm 
Loudermilk, Larry Lotz and Bill Haney. 

Gravedigging isn't easy work Loudermilk admits, “Үоџ get into it from 
necessity, but it grows on you. It's hard to get out of it." The others agree. 
“You're outside and you're not closely supervised. It's a healthy job — why, 
we don't get as sick as factory workers," Loudermilk asserted. 

The men admit they joke around a lot, but only when they're back in the 
concrete block garage, never when they're out digging...''We're respectful 
while we're working. Nobody wants to talk about death,” Loudermilk said, 
"but we live with it every day. If you can't joke, you don't stay.” 

The men work in all kinds of weather. “Ме have to be out whether it’s 
sunny, raining or snowing — all kinds of weather," Loudermilk said, 
pointing out that summer heat can be just as uncomfortable as winter cold. 

There's more to do at the cemetery in the summer when lawns have to 
be mowed and trees trimmed, but extra help is hired then. Loudermilk said 
a retired man works every summer trimming weeds from around the 
tombstones and students are hired to help mow the 137-acres of ground. 

In the winter, frozen grouna presents digging problems and burial plots 
are hard to find when snow covers the ground. 

Loudermilk said they usually use a sledgehammer to bust up the frozen 
sod until they get past the frost enabling them to use a backhoe. ‘‘It (the 
weather) has to be pretty extreme to use a jackhammer. Ш the winter of 
‘77 we had to," he recalled. 


The winter of '82 should be one the gravediggers remember, too. 
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Local ‚ Officials Seek, 1982 


‘Disaster. Are 


Star Staff Re 

Although it may seem a disaster to 
those digging out of two feet of snow, 
higher ups say the snow is not bad 
enough for them to lend a hand to the 
Terre Haute area. 

Local officials are trying to have 
Vigo County declared a disaster area, 
but things are going to have to get 
worse before the governor will agree, 
they say. 

Federal regulations for snow dis- 
asters have been tightened, according 
to Phil Roberts, acting deputy direc- 
tor and natural disaster coordinator 
for Indiana Civil Defense. 

Monetary needs are not taken into 
consideration when a disaster is de- 
clared, Roberts said. Threats to pub- 
lic health and safety must exist. 

At the request of Terre Haute’s 
mayor and the Vigo County Com- 
missioners, Gilbert Leonard, director 
of the county Civil Defense, has been 
trying all week to have the county 
declared a disaster area, he said. 

With the new snowfall Wednesday, 
state officials may be taking another 
look at the situation, Leonard said. 

If the governor were to declare a 
disaster area, the county would be 
eligible for federal aid, Leonard ex- 
plained. Snow removal is bankrupting 

“city and county street department 


кз ми guana Апол офи 


? Status 


budgets, officials have said. 

In order for a disaster to exist, 
according to Roberts, roads must be 
closed preventing rescue vehicles 
from getting through, there must be 
no access to hospitals, and people 
must be stranded who are in need of 
medication or without food for ex- 
tended periods. 

Since Vigo County was declared a 
snow disaster area, along with the 
rest of the state, after the blizzard of 
1978, federal regulations have been 
tightened, Roberts said. 

However, people in this area are 
more prepared to cope with the snow, 
he за. , 
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Little movin 


Foot of snow buries the city, closes down just 


about everything 


By ROB SHAW 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Little was moving in the Terre 
Haute area today as local residents 
began digging out following the 
weekend's heavy snowfall, which left 
central Indiana buried under a foot of 
the white stuff. 

Skies cleared late Sunday, and this 
morning the sun peeked out, driving 
temperatures upward into the teens. 
Nevertheless, virtually the entire 
area was shut down by the season's 
worst winter storm. 


Check today's Outlook for a full- 


page report on the weather; stpries 
and photographs, Page 9. 


Many county roads remained im- 
passable at The TRIBUNE's press 
time, but main city streets and other 
highly-traveled thoroughfares were 
reported to be open to traffic. 

“One lane is all we're trying to get 


open right now," said Charles 
Cardinal, county highway super- 
intendent. 


"We spent more time yesterday 
(Sunday) getting our own trucks out 
of the ditch than we did plowing. 

"As far as I know, I think all 
subdivisions are closed," he added. 

Cardinal estimated that only 
200-250 miles of county roads were 
cleared this morning. 

The area's state highways were in 
relatively good shape, with the excep- 
tion of Interstate 70, which was re- 
ported closed west of Terre Haute to 
St. Louis. 


(ue ther СТМ.) 


Ray Williamson of the Illinois De- 
partment of Highways said it was 
hoped that stretch of road could have 
been opened by noon today. е 

Snow removal crews in Ше city 
began battling the snow as soon as it 
began falling Saturday night, accord- 
ing to Mayor Pete Chalos. 

"We'll be digging out all day," 
Chalos said. "Today we ought to get 
the rest of the neighborhood streets 
done." 

The mayor said all streets desig- 
nated as snow routes and other main 
thoroughfares have been plowed, al- 
though they remain snow-packed. 

City buses had been slated to run as 
Scheduled today, but a decision was 
made at 5 a.m. to keep the buses in 
the garage due to road conditions. 

“We thought we could get them out 
today, but we found they couldn't 
negotiate the turns in the intersec- 
tions," Chalos said. 

There was a slight chance that the 
buses would return to the roadway 
this afternoon, the mayor added. 

Not only were city buses kept in 
their garages this morning, but 
school buses from virtually all area 


school corporations stayed inside 
also, as students found that there are 
actually benefits from а one-foot 
snowfall. 

Indiana State University, Rose- 
Hulman, IvyTech and St. Mary-of- 
the-Wood's College all decided to 
close their doors for the day. 

In addition to schools, many busi- 
nesses in the Terre Haute area re- 
mained closed today. 
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T'wo local businesses were hardest 
hit by the storm, as police said the 
weight of accumulated snow caused 
two separate structures to collapse: 
the Terre Haute Racquet Club at 
Honey Creek Square and a storage 
building for Lami-Crafts, located at 
1141 Lafayette Ave. 

Local tennis players will be without 
a place to play during the winter 
months for awhile, as the Racquet 


Club's **bubble structure” completely 
collapsed Saturday night. 

“It’s not a pretty sight... the dam- 
ages are pretty extensive," said John 
Burnett, head professional and co- 
manager at the club. 

"We were just lucky that there 
wasn't anyone in there," he added. 

Burnett said it is not known when 
the bubble could be reopened. 

The Lami-Crafts building collapsed 
Sunday evening, according to fire 
department reports. Snow apparently 
was the cause. 

Meanwhile, the city's utilities had 
no major problems to report, al- 
though there were a few spotty power 
outages reported by Public Service 
Indiana and a few wet telephone lines 
reported by General Telephone. 

The snow has also kept members of 


{ Red Cross and Civil Defense busy 


g today... 


over the weekend, spokespersons for 
the two groups said. 

“It’s been kind of a joint effort — 
this has been the headquarters for 
emergency response teams," said 
Pat Lehman, director of the Red 
Cross. 

Sixteen persons stayed at the Red 
Cross shelter Sunday night, Ms. 
Lehman said. 

Similarly, members of the Civil 
Defense and their four-wheel drive 
vehicles were busy helping many 
local people who had to get to work 
today, according to Gil Leonard. 

“They can't do it and we've got 
four-wheelers that can." 

Increasing cloudiness is forecast 
for Tuesday night, with a chance of 
light rain or snow. 

And, although it is a little too early 
to tell, John Kottke, meteoroligist 


with the National Weather Service at 
Purdue, said that central Indiana 
could be blessed with two to three 
more inches of snow Tuesday night or 
Wednesday. 
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Storm coming 


By ROB SHAW 


Tribune Staff Writer 
As Vigo County residents waited 
this morning to see whether or not 


. the area would be coated with a 


Ma 


A 


2 


sheet of ice followed by more 
snow, local officials were awaiting 
word from Indianapolis on the 
status of their disaster area ap- 
plication. 

"We're waiting for a decision 
from the governor to see if this is 
going to be declared a disaster 
area," said Gil Leonard of the 
Civil Defense. 

Leonard told The TRIBUNE 
that the request was made Sunday 
to Gov. Robert Orr, but the Re- 
publican leader has yet to give any 
indication of approval or denial. 

Meanwhile, a travelers' ad- 
visory was posted for the central 
portion of Indiana for today, with 
a chance of freezing rain and light 
snowfall possible. 

At The TRIBUNE’s press time, 
the band of freezing rain had 


. coated the Vincennes area and was 
-expected to move northward into 


the Terre Haute area sometime 
before noon, according to Leonard. 

John Kottke, а meteorologist 
with the National Weather Service 
at Purdue University in West La- 
RAS said that temperatures 


early today у were to hover around ` 


the freezing mark, therefore 
creating the chance for glazing 
conditions. 

“There may be a period of an 
hour or two where things could ice 
up," Kottke said. 

.Besides the icing, the Terre 
Haute area was likely to be 
blanketed with two to three inches 
of snow this afternoon, making 
normal life even more difficult, 
Kottke explained. 

This latest winter storm comes 
only three days.after the worst 


 pickup)," 


Indiana and Illinois continue to 
battle winter; check Page 3. 


storm of the season to date. 

Many area school corporations 
remained closed for the third con- 
secutive day today. 

Not only are area schools en- 
countering problems with the one- 
foot snowfall, but local mail de- 
livery and trash pickup have also 
been slowed. 

“И has had a negative impact on 
being able to handle a 100 percent 
delivery," said Robert Huffman, 
postmaster. 

“Our attitude is ‘Do the best you 
Фи in Ше area you are working 

” he continued. 

"On Monday, more than 60 
percent of the postal service's 
employees made it to work, Huff- 
man said. However, the rate of 
mail delivery wasn't as good, as 
many streets were still unplowed. 

Since Monday, mail delivery has 
increased, but there are still areas 
which remain headaches, accord- 
ing to the postmaster. 

“Those areas are problem areas 
until the snow goes away or until 
the city can get plows in," Huff- 
man pointed out. 

Meanwhile, trash pickup crews 
are experiencing similar prob- 
lems, according to a spokeswoman 
for Jamax Corp. 

Trash pickup in the city is run- 
ning one day behind schedule, al- 
though that lapse could be in- 
creased if the weather worsens or 
if people don't cooperate. 

“И а car is parked blocking the 
alley, we're forgetting it (trash 
the spokeswoman said. 

City, county and state highway | 
road crews in the area continued 
to work today to clear the weekend i 


. snowfall. _ 


Snow removal throughout the city continued 
Tuesday and today. Here, work is under way on 
clearing the Ohio Street area. City residents 
today were faced with ice-covered main streets 
and snow-covered side streets. Due to the. 


Clearing work continues 


Community Affalrs 


condition of the city's streets and county's 
roads, mail delivery is still a problem. Trash 
pickup in the community has also been limited 


because of the bad weather. 
y Staff Photo/Jim Avelis 
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Star Staff Report 

The snowstorm that hit Central 
Indiana Saturday night was expected 
to leave most areas of the Wabash 
Valley paralyzed Monday. 

Although the snowstorm warning 
for central and northern Indiana was 
cancelled Sunday afternoon, Vigo 
County and surrounding areas still 
were covered with more than one foot 
of snow late Sunday. 

With wind blowing between 15 to 25 
miles per hour, most of the snow- 
covered highways, including those 
that run north, east and west of Terre 
Haute, were closed Sunday afternoon. 

According to a Vermillion County 
Sheriff's Department spokesman, In- 
diana 63 north of Newport was cov- 
ered by two-foot deep snow drifts. 

Two to four inches of snow were 
expected for Sunday night, with pre- 
dicted temperatures dropping to zero. 
Weather officials said precipitation 
was expected to cease by Monday 
afternoon. 

State, county and Terre Haute city 
officials were busy trying to keep the 
roads clear Sunday, but their efforts 
were often in vain because of gusty 
winds. 

According to Vigo County Com- 
missioner John Scott 16 trucks, five 
front-end loaders and five graders 
were out trying to clear 800 miles of 
county roads Sunday. 

But some of the trucks were stuck, 
and others were hampered by cars 
that stalled on the roads. The 
county's vehicles were called in Sun- 
day evening because Scott said it 
would be too dangerous for the 
drivers to work in the dark. 
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Openings, Closings Announced 


Area officials have announced the following information regarding weather- 
related closings, and the status of some city services for Monday: 

— Indiana State University day classes have been cancelled. The adminis- 
tration will announce Monday whether or not night classes will also be 
cancelled. 

— All administrative offices on the ISU campus will also be closed with the 
following exceptions: The physical plant, residence halls food services and 
campus security. People employed in these departments are asked to report to 
work Monday morning. 

— АШ county schools, including Vigo County's University School, and their 
administration buildings will be closed Monday. 

— State license branches in Terre Haute will be closed. 

— The Vigo County Courthouse and the Terre Haute City Hall will remain 
open. 

— Terre Haute city buses will run their normal schedule Monday. 

— Terre Haute First National Banks will close several branches Monday. The 
the main office will be open as will the Plaza North, Meadows Center, and 
Springhill Road branches. 
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employees have working. non- 
Stop since the a НА gran: 
day night, said Gene Elliott of the 
street department. A total of 16 
pieces of heavy equipment, some 
owned by private contractors hired 
by the city for the snow-clearing 
operation, worked over the _city’s 
designated "snow routes," according 


to Mayor Pete Chalos. Chalos said- 


late Sunday the city crews would 
work around the clock, clearing pri- 
mary roads first, and then putting 
their equipment to the city's secon- 
dary thoroughfare. City officials said 
no cars will be towed from snow 
routes, although signs designating the 
special routes warn of such action. 


said. ‘‘The hydraulic systems in some ` 
of our vehicles were frozen because 
we had been out in the cold for so 
long." 

No major accidents were reported 
Sunday but state, county and city law 
enforcement officials were busy per- 
forming emergency tasks such as 
transporting medicine, doctors and 
nurses. 

All of the schools in Vigo and 
nearby counties were be closed for 
Monday. 

Terre Haute residents who wanted 
to buy bread and milk Sunday night 
were out of luck. 

Most grocery stores reported short- 
ages of both staples and some mar- 
kets were completely out of both by 4 


- 


Winter's i Blast 


p.m. Sunday. “It was horrible. Right 
now we are completely out of bread 
and we have about 20 gallons of milk 
left," Baesler Super Valu cashier 
Carol Tyron said. 

Tyron said the management of the 
grocery store planned to be open 
Monday but they were not sure about 
getting merchandise. “If they 
(trucks) are able to get through we 
will be here to accept the supplies. 
We had one delivery from Bunny 


- Bread today but I don't know what 


will happen tommorrow,” she added. 

Paige’s market manager Mike 
Dugger said he planned to close the 
store early Sunday because he was 
completely out of bread and milk. 
"We had a run on it at about 4 p.m. 
this afternoon. People kept coming in 
and asking for it after that but there 
just wasn't any." 

Dugger said the store would open 
as usual Monday morning and 
laughed, “I guess this is the blizzard 
we got the warning for two weeks 
ago. It finally made it." 

The Vigo IGA also was getting 
ready to close its doors after п lane 
busy Sunday. “Ме plan to close at 7 
p.m. today and open early tommor- 
row (Monday). We had real heavy 
business today. We're running low on 

both bread and milk. I don't think it 
will last until we close," said Joann 
Brooks who had been recruited to 
work by her husband Jerry, store 
manager. 

Jerry Brooks said his wife came in 

when none of the regular employees 
wereyable to make it. "She always 
enjoys being here with me, she likes 
the business." he said. 
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ы oks said he had been monitaring - 
the radio for highway closings and 
deliveries for Monday did not look 

good. ‘‘Most of our trucks come in 

from Bloomington and Indianapolis. 

- The roads are closed. If they make it, 
it will Бе г h," he said. 

"DH tell you what, if they don't 
make it in we will be out of every- 
thing real fast," he added. 

The Brooks' spirit of cooperation 
was duplicated in St. Mary's Village 
when residents there picked neigh- 
bors up in jeeps and took them to the 
Village Country Store. . 

_ “А lot of local people would bring 
in four five neighbors in four-wheel 
drive vehicles. Most of them couldn't — 
even get out of their driveways,” 
Paul Carter said. Ap 

Carter is a friend of the owner, 
whose wife had an operation. ‘I’m 
taking care of the store for him, and 
we will open up Monday if I can make 
it up St. Mary's hill." 

Carter said Public Service Indiana 
employees were being asked to stay 
and work double shifts because relief . 
workers were having problems get- 

z in k. 


i^büsch.of them came into the 
store this afternoon. They were stock- 
ing up on food for the night." 

À spokesman at the plant said he 
had made it to work from Seelyville 
and he didn't see what everyone was - 

making such a E deal about. 
"Blizzard? what  blizzard?," he 


quipped. 
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Star Staff Report 

Terre Haute Mayor Pete Chalos 
has called upon private citizens to 
help clear the snow from the streets 
and sewer inlets of Terre Haute. 

The city street department cannot 
do the job without help, the mayor 
said Wednesday. 

The new onsíaught of snow has 
broken the street department budget, 

according to the mayor. He said more 
money will have to be found, either in 
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the city general fund or the street 
department capital improvement 
fund. 


Chalos has enlisted the help. of 
every contractor in the city who has. 
equipment which can be used to clear - 
city streets. Seventeen graders and з 
snowplows were expected to be work- ` 
ing by 8 p.m. Wednesday. 

“That’s all we can find," the 
mayor said. 

Although 95 percent of the city 
streets had been plowed at least once 
by Wednesday morning, snow was 
falling at the rate of an inch an hour 
by early evening. 

An additional eight inches of snow 
was expected to accumulate Wednes- 
day night. The forecast called for 
more snow Thursday night and Fri- 
day. 

The additional snow is "going to 

make our job extremely difficult," 
the mayor said. 

City crews were expected to be out 
all night Wednesday clearing the 
snow from the streets. City-desig- 
nated ‘‘snow routes” will be cleared 
first, Chalos said. 
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week than at any one e in the 
mayor's memory, he . adding 
citizens cannot rely on the street 
department to remove it all. It is 
going to take “а lot of people helping 
us," Chalos noted. 

"We're doing the best that we 
can," but citizen help is needed. 
Those with snowplows or shovels 
should try to help clear the streets in 
their own neighborhood, Chalos 
urged. 

The mayor also is asking high 
school students to take shovels in 
hand Thursday and clear the sewer 
inlets in their neighborhoods. 

The inlets must be cleared “50 
when this starts melting, the water 
will have someplace to во,” Chalos 
said. 

“These things have got to be 
cleared or else Terre Haute’s going to 
turn into a lake," said the mayor's 
assistant, Mike Russell. 

“Thousands of high school kids” 
have been out of school all week with 
nothing to do, Chalos said. 

Vigo County School Corporation 
schools and the administration build- 
ing will be closed again Thursday, 


- according to Charles M. Clark, ad- 


ministrative assistant. The Univer- 
sity Schogl will also be closed, of- 


4 ficials said. 


"We are being optimistic about 
Friday," Clark said. “There will be 
an announcement before 5 p.m. 
tomorrow (Thursday) if we have to 
cancel classes Friday." 
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The closing of schools this week is 
playing havoc with the VCSC instruc- 
«tional calendar. 

The school calendar sets 180 days 
for Vigo County teachers, with 176 of 
those instructional days, according to 
VCSC Supt. Dr. Harmon A. Baldwin. 
Indiana Department of Public In- 
struction mandates 175 instructional 
days per school year. If a school. 
corporation has less than 172 instruc- - 
tional days it must "show cause," 
according to Baldwin. 

Snow days declared so far during 
the 1981-82 school year have reduced 
instructional days to 170-171, and that 
is assuming no more school is missed. 

Making up the missed days at the 


or Help 


Scott said the problem with b 
downs at this point is worse Ша ge 
snow itself. Also, the county's "salt 
stockpile is dwindling and a decision 
will have to be made within a day or 
so as to whether or not more salt will 
be ordered, Scott said. 

Vigo County license branch offices, 
the county courthouse and annex 
were all to be closed Thursday due to 
the weather. 

Wednesday evening many places 
closed early because of the weather 
including City Hall, Honey Creek 
Square, and other local stores. Indi- 
ana State University cancelled eve- 
ning classes. Several public meet- 
ings, including those of the Vigo 


end of the school year could play | County Area Plan Commission and 
havoc with the school corporation's | the Hulman Regional Airport Author- 


budget, officials said. А 1921 Indiana 
law requires teachers be paid for 
days worked beyond the contracted 
time if teachers are not at, fault in the 
school closure, Baldwin said. 

“As things stand, we'll just have to 
tell the DPI, 'it snowed, we're 
sorry'," he said. \ 

Other city schools which planned to 
be closed Thursday were St. Patricks 
and the Learning Tree. 

The outlook for Vigo County roads 
is not too bright. 

Commissioner John A. Scott said 
the winds which accompanied the 
snow Wednesday compounded prob- 
lems, and it is back to ‘‘square one" 
for the highway department. 

Crews remained out until dusk 
Wednesday, Scott said. Because of 
numerous equipment breakdowns re- 
cently, it was thought best not to keep 
the men out after dark. 


ity, were also cancelled. 

City buses continued to run, how- 
ever, and were expected to run Thurs- 
day. 
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Digging out... ее: snow again 
Residents shake he dst in ‹ disbelief, begin 


By ROB SHAW 
Tribune Staff Writer 

It looked like Monday all over 
again Wednesday, as area residents 
shook their heads in disbelief and 
began digging out following the latest 
onslaught of winter weather. 

Terre Haute residents had been 
expecting a mild snowfall Wednes- 
day, but instead wound up with a total 
of between five and six inches. 

“The storm system developed 
some as it went through southeastern 
-Indiana," said Walt Stirm, agricul- 
-ture meteorologist for the National 
Weather Service at Purdue Univer- 
sity, in. explaining the unexpected 
depth. 

The opening line of the storm 
roared into the city just before the 


uu reports on weather in area 


counties and elsewhere in the state 
appear today on Page 2. 


noon hour, prompting local residents 


to rush to the stores to stock up on 
groceries. 


In some places in the state, the . 


snow fell at an awesome rate — up to 
two inches per hour, Stirm said. 

Before Wednesday's storm, the sit- 
uation in the area could easily be 
termed as “Бад,” but the new load of 
snow, coupled with gusty northerly 
winds, spelled h-e-a-d-a-c-h-e-s for all 
local officials. 

“It set us back considerably," 
Mayor Pete Chalos told The TRIB- 
UNE this morning. 

"The snow was breaking up and 


now we're back to what we were 
doing the day before and the day 
before," he added. 

Chalos had planned on meeting 
with County Commissioner John 


Scott and Civil Defense Director Gil | 


Leonard to discuss the current situ- 
ation, which is severly hampering 
normal life. 

Obviously, Chalos is concerned 
with the current snow invasion, but 
he indicated he is even more con- 
cerned with what's going to happen to 
the snow when it melts. 


"When it starts melting, there 


won't be any place for the water to 
go," the mayor said. 

"Im just as concerned with the 
flooding afterwards as I am any- 
thing.” 


As a result of this concern, Chalos 
has urged all high school students to 
help the city do work that city em- 
ployees don’t have the time to do -- 
clean the sewer inlets. 

County highway crews are in the 
worst shape of all snow removal 


teams, according to Charles 
Cardinal, county highway super- 
intendent. 


“It just blew everything back in 
again... Га say none of them (Ше 
roads) are passable," Cardinal ex- 
plained. 

Drifting was a severe problem in 
the outlying areas Wednesday night, 
Cardinal said, with the northernmost 


regions feeling the brunt of the winter 


rage. 
“Some of them (the drifts) are high 


enough you can't see out of the car 
windows," he said. 

Meanwhile, state highway officials 
indicated they are in good shape 
following Wednesday's snowfall. 

"We worked all day and all night 
and had everything we could muster 
out," said Jim Winders, general fore- 
man for the Indiana Department of 
Highways. 

“We had about two hours of real 
hard drifting last night... we never 
lost any roads, but we were hustling 
around worrying about it," he added. 

All roads have ''wheel-tracks" in 
them, according to Winders, but 
drivers still should exercise caution. 

“People have to use caution, but 
we have tire tracks in all of them... 
we should have them all cleared 


today with a lot of help from Mother 
Nature and our products," ' the fore- 
man said. 

More snow is forecast for late 
Friday night and Saturday, according 
to the NWS. 

Elsewhere in the state, the storm 
left 6 to 8 inches of new snow in Ше 
central and northeast sections of Indi- 
ana and was blamed for roofs collaps- 
ing at Muncie, Kokomo and near 
Marion. 

The brunt of the storm struck 
LaGrange and Steuben counties in 
northeastern Indiana апа spread 
through Fort Wayne, Indianapolis, 
Terre Haute and the Columbus area. 

Meanwhile, southern Indiana resi- 
dents continued coping with flooded 
roads. 
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Staff and wire reports 


Evacuation of residents of Can- 
terbury Convalescent Centre, 500 Ma- 
ple Ave., was scheduled to begin at 
1:30 p.m. today, according to Jay 
Mitchell, of the Terre Haute Transit 
Utility, as water from a nearby lake 
threatened the health care facility. 

At 11:50 a.m. today, Gil Leonard, 
director of Civil Defense in the coun- 
ty confirmed that his office had been 
working to coordinate the plan for 
three days. 

He said 208 patients were to be 
transferred to the National Guard 
Armory located near North Vigo High 
School on Maple Avenue. An addi- 
tional 38 persons who required more 
constant medical attention were to be 
taken to Union Hospital. | 

Canterbury personnel and private 
trucking firms began moving beds 
and other equipment to the armory 
earlier this morning, according to 
Leonard. 

Earlier today Leonard, told a Trib- 
une reporter that he was “ор- 
timistic’’ that no flooding would oc- 
cur in Vigo County. 

Jay Mitchell, a spokesman for the 
Terre Haute Transit Utility, said the 
city had provided four buses to be 
used in the transfer of patients to the 
armory. 

According to Bill Schofield, direc- 
tor of Canterbury, a lake adjacent to 
the facility has been rising two to 
three inches per day. and the water 
was about one foot from the top of a 
patio wall at Canterbury this morn- 
ing. Flooding was expected to occur if 
the water went over the top of the 
wall. 

Schofield said those patients re- 
quiring constant medical attention ` 
were to be moved to the hospital and 
the remaining residents were to Бе: 
housed at the armory where the 
centre’s staff was to continue provid- 
ing care. 

Families of the 200 аа have 
been notified about the situation, 
Schofield said. 

Leonard said Friday's additional 
rainfall ‘‘shouldn’t have too much 
effect” on the flooding situation in the 
county, even though he didn't wel- 
come the lastest precipitation. 
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“The drizzle won't bother the river, | 
but if we get two, three or four 
inches, a problem may occur," he 
said. 

He said the earth around levees 
located on creeks, the. river and 
private areas could be softened by all 
the water. 

The local civil defense agency and 
the Army Corps of Engineers are 
monitoring the Wabash River very 
carefully, Leonard said, and his office 
is keeping close tabs by way of 
teletype- communications and radio 
reports. 

If an emergency does develop, 
Leonard said, there are plenty of 
sandbags available for use. “Ме keep 
10,000 to 15,000 sandbags on hand,” he 
said, “апд could get 100,000 in two 
hours if they were needed.” 

“The rain falling today shouldn’t 
cause any anguish,” Leonard said. 
“We are definitely set for emer-, 
gency, even though we don't like for. 
it to happen." 

And if heavy rains, flood warnings 
were not enough, forecasters were 
threatening the Hoosier weekend 
with predictions of snowshowers. 


Heavy and chilling rain greeted 
Terre Haute residents early this 
morning and the National Weather 
Service reported a large area of 
rainshowers moving across Indiana 


‘at that time. 
Motorists have been advised (0. 


detour to to Indiana 63 to Graysville, 
then to Indiana 154 east of U.S. 41. 
Highway officials said they will 
inform the public when the roadway 
has been reopened. 
The forecast for today included а 50 


X percent chance for rain in the south | 


with the possibility higher elsewhere. 
The chance for rain tonight was listed 
from 40 to 90 percent in the state with 
the weather service warning that 
some local thunderstorms may be 
heavy. Highs in the low to mid 40s. 

Highs today in Indiana were ex- 
pected to range from the low to mid 
40s north to the mid to upper 705 in the 
south where a record high of 81 for 
the date was set Thursday in 
Evansville. 
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of Canterbury Convalescent Center in northern Vigo County may be 
forced to evacate the facility if rising water overflows from the 


HIGH WATER THREATENS NURSING HOME — Over 200 residents adjacent lake. Civil defense officials, the mayor and county 
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commissioners are keeping an eye on the flooding рго ет 
worsened by recent heavy rainfall. Staff Photo/Jim Avelis 
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By ROB SHAW 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Isn't the old saying that March — 
not April — usually comes in like a 
lion and goes out like a lamb? 

If that's the case then somebody — 
whether it be Mother Natureor the 
weatherman — messed up today as 
winds gusting up to 50 miles per hour 
blasted the Terre Haute area today, 
causing widespread damage and 
power outages. 

No injuries were reported in the 
area, but the high winds were more 
than enough to keep local law en- 
forcement officials — especially 
those at the city level — whirling 
throughout the morning hours. 

"We've got the street department 
out — we've got windows blown out — 
we've got advertising signs down — 
to be honest with you, you name it and 
we're doing it," said Lt. Bill Rogers 
of the Terre Haute Police Depart- 
ment. 

Many automatic traffic signals in 
the city were on the blink early this 
morning as scattered power outages 
drained all the juice. As a result, city 
police were stationed at many in- 
tersections to direct traffic until the 
signal lights could be corrected. 

As of 11 a.m., most traffic signals 
in the city were working properly, 
according to Rogers, but there were 
still a few that were giving road 
crews and motorists problems. 

Authorities said the power outages 
were caused by falling limbs and 
trees, which toppled wires onto Ше 
ground. 


ise Public Service Indiana workers 
gwere called out early, trying to cor- 


S?rect the próblems before additional 
с-сай5 were received. 


“So far we're doing pretty good — . 


we've got a lot of scattered outages 
all over the county," said Bill Price, 
manager of PSI. 

“1 imagine we'll be cleaning up all 
day," he added. 

At least two subdivisions in the 
area were reported to be totally 
without power late this morning, ac- 
cording to Rogers. Prairie Park was 
one of the areas to suffer from the 
brunt of the storm. 

In Sullivan County, about 1,000 feet 
of power lines were reported downed 
by the winds. Areas affected included 
Hymera, Farmersburg and Jason- 
ville, according to reports from the 
Sullivan County Sheriff’s Depart- 
ment. 

Local telephone service was also 
hit by the onslaught of the forceful 
winds, according to a spokeswoman 
for General Telephone Co. 

“We don't have that many reports 
yet, but we're expecting them," she 
predicted at 8:30 a.m.., before many 
persons were awake to discover dam- 
age. 

At least one local business, Suzuki 
of Terre Haute, was plagued by the 
high winds, as its windows were 
blasted out by the force of the gusts. 
А front window at the Tribune-Star 
Publishing Co. was also missing after 
the storm passed. 

Several outdoor advertising signs, 
including those at Goodyear Tire, 
Butterfield'S, Ramada Inn, Bower 
and Rowe Liquor and Quilts and 
More, were at least partially dam- 
aged by the brutal winds. 

The local post of the Indiana State 
Police was kept busy overnight as 
call after call came in to the 
switchboard from people complaining 
of limbs and entire trees down. 

“Ме got calls of limbs down, trees 
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down everywhere — all around Ше 
Terre Haute area," said a state po- 
lice spokesman. 

Terre Haute Fire Department ef- 
forts in battling a fire on the city's 


north side were hampered by the high | 


winds, according to Jerry Thomas, 
assistant chief. 

Firefighters were called to the 
blaze at 313 Kent Ave. at about 7:15 
a.m., Thomas said, and by that time, 
the winds were already blowing the 
fire pretty good. 

The fire was in the upper level of a 
two-story, two-unit apartment house. 

“Tf it had started down (on a lower 
floor) and gone up, we would have 
lost the whole building," he said. 

Even though the fire was concen- 
trated in the upstairs area, Thomas 
said, there were still problems. 

“Tt (the wind) hassled us — it kept 
blowing our ladders down — we're 
lucky we stopped it," he explained. 

The building itself suffered dam- 
ages estimated at $4,000, while the 
contents were damaged to the tune of 
only $100. 

Other parts of the Hoosier state 
have suffered also from the invasion 
of the “Windy City" weather, accord- 
ing to Jim McIntyre, agriculture 
meteorologist with the National 
Weather Service at Purdue Univer- 
sity in West Lafayette. 


McIntyre said that the winds, 
which prevailed throughout most of 
Friday night and during the day to- 
day, probably wouldn’t subside until 
this evening. 

“The winds were pretty much 
averaging about 35 miles per hour, 
but some gusts were up in the upper 
40s and 505,” he said. 

“I think they'll pretty much stay up 
during the entire day," he added. 


According to the weather official, 
all this bad weather can be attributed 
to a very strong low pressure system 
that has taken up residence in Wis- 
consin. 

The system is moving to the north- 
east slowly, McIntyre said, but the 
damage has already been done. 


“1 suppose Ше stuff that is prone to 
damage has already been damaged,”’ 
he said. 

Skies are expected to clear tonight, 
McIntyre said, and temperatures will 
drop into the upper 20s or the lower 
30s. 
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By The Associated Press 

Indiana was gripped by record-breaking cold weather 
again today, and the National Weather Service says 
there’ll be little let-up through the weekend. 

Record lows for the date were set early today in 
Indianapolis, South Bend and Fort Wayne, forecasters 
said. 

At 6 a.m., the temperature at Indianapolis dipped to 19 
degrees, breaking the previous record of 21 degrees on 
this date in 1972. 

The mercury dropped to 13 degrees at 2 a.m. at South 
Bend, shattering the previous record low of 15 set on this 


date in 1972. The record low for April in South Bend is 11 ` 


degrees, also set in 1972. 

Fort Wayne’s temperature fell to 14 degrees at 2:40 
a.m. today, passing the old mark of 19 degrees in 1972. 

Clouds and more cold are forecast for today. The 
mercury should range from highs in the 30s to lows in the 
20s tonight. 

Snow will develop in northern and central parts of the 
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state tonight. Flurries will continue in the north Thurs- 
day, but will change to rain in central Indiana. Rain is 
forecast for the south through Thursday. 

The cold is expected to stay in Indiana through Sunday, 
with lows in the 20s and 30s and highs in the 30s to 50s, the 
weather service said. 

Meanwhile, state police reported north-south roads in 
northern Indiana hazardous because of blowing snow from 
Tuesday's storm. 

“U.S. 31 and 1-65 in the northern third of the state are 
the real trouble spots,” said a state police spokesman. 

At least one Indiana death was blamed on the storm, 
officers said. Police said Carmen Kinser, 78, of Monon, 
was struck by a truck and killed as she walked across U.S. 
421 near Monon in White County. : 

The driver of the truck said blowing snow prevented 
him from seeing Mrs. Kinser as she crossed the road. 

South Bend's Tuesday low of 19 degrees tied the record 
low for the date. Fort Wayne's Tuesday low of 18 set a 
record for April 6. The previous record was 20 in 1979. 
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Severe winds do 


By JAN CHAIT 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Numerous trees were damaged and power lines 
felled across the county, causing power outages and 
damage to at least three cars Tuesday evening as 
winds of up to 40 mph ripped through the area. 

Indiana State Police reported trees, limbs and 
power lines downed throughout Vigo County. 

Public Service Indiana reported scattered outages 
over brief periods throughout the county. Most 
power had been restored by 9:15 p.m. Tuesday. 

In the Woodridge area east of Terre Haute, PSI 
crews had just completed restoring power to a line 
which had been severed by a falling tree, when 
another tree downed the same line, officials re- 
ported. 

In Terre Haute, three cars were damaged. Two 
were damaged when trees fell on them and one when 
a garage blew down, state police reported. 

In all, 25 to 30 trees were reported downed by the 
storm. j Г 

In Sullivan County, Ше bandstand at Мегот Park 
was damaged when a tree fell on it, an ISP 
spokeswoman said. 
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ISP reported that trees and limbs were down in 
Vermillion, Parke and Clay counties and the Clay 
County Sheriff's department said tents were blown 
down at the 1-70 Truck Plaza at Interstate 70 and 
Indiana 59 where the Truckers Jamboree was being 
held. 

Winds up to 60 mph were reported at Jasonville in 
Greene County. 

The storm situation stemmed from a line of 
thunderstorms which moved southeasterly across 
Indiana Tuesday morning, producing a warm front 
that pushed warm, humid air northward and sent the 
mercury into the 80s for much of the state, the 
National Weather Service said. 

An approaching cold front from the northwest 
clashed with the warm, moist air from the south, 
bringing cooler air into the state today and also 
thunderstorm activity. 

Overnight lows were in the upper 50s, with highs 
today expected in the upper 60s. 

The weather service puts the probability of thun- 
derstorms today at 40 percent, with that chance 
decreasing as clouds break up in the afternoon. 

Elsewhere in the state, numerous trees and power 
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lines were reported down due to storm situations 
similar to those which swept angrily crossed the 
Wabash Valley area. 

In Wabash County. a barn and shed were reported 
destroyed and a silo roof blown off. The few showers 
that occurred this morning were forecast to end in 
most areas of the state later today, although a 
chance for light showers remained for central and 
southern Indiana. 

Weak high pressure areas will move into Indiana 
tonight, clearing skies in the north and reducing 
cloudiness in the south. 

Cool temperatures are expected to prevail, with a 
chance of some thick fog developing in northeast 
Indiana toward sunrise Thursday. 

Highs today were forecast for the upper 60s to the 
mid 70s. 

Thursday will be mostly sunny and warmer with 
highs in the mid 70s to around 80. 

The extended outlook Friday through Sunday calls 
for a chance of showers Friday and Saturday. It will 
be fair on Sunday. Mild through the period with lows 
in the mid 50s to the low 60s and highs in the mid 70s 
to the low 80s. 
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Ln staff and wire reports 

А barn struck by lightning, a torna- 
do sighting, and a disastrous pizza | 
outing were all part of the bad weath- | 
er that hit Vigo County yesterday. 
Other parts of the state suffered as 
well. 

À barn owned by Joseph Sturgeon 
near Canal and Moyer roads was 
struck by lightning around 7 p.m. 
Sunday. The building was a total loss. 
according to the Riley Volunteer Fire 
Department. State police estimated 
the loss at around $5,000 to $10,000. — 

А tornado was sighted by Vig 
County Sheriff's Department official 


at 6:31 p.m. Sunday. The funnel cloud, - 


spotted near Indiana 46 and U.S. 40, 
did not touch down. i 

The weather was blamed on at 
least one local injury. 

Jeffrey Dunning, 20, Rosedale, is in 
serious condition in the intensive care 
unit of Union Hospital with head and 
neck injuries after suffering a fall 
related to the weather. High winds 
blew in a plate glass window at 
Maurizio’s Pizza, 3129 Lafayette A 
Dunning was injured when he ae 
on water trying to get out of the w 

Meanwhile, a fire resulted in $2 
damage to the Overhead Door Co., 33 


ОК. 15th St. Assistant Fire Chief Jerry 


Thomas said lightning struck the 
electrical powerbox, which ignited 
the fire. 

Some phone lines were down, but 
Eric Meister, division manager of 
General Telephone, said the full ee 


‘tent would not be known until later 


today because people tend not to 
report problems during weekends. 
Hail — ranging from the size of 


_ peas to golfballs — was reported in 


the county, while high winds left 
many broken trees and tree limbs 
which am roads. 

Neighboring Clay County was also 
lashed with bad weather, included 
marble-sized hail. The heavy thunder- 
storm downed trees. Clay City resi- 


dents reported sighting a funnel cloud 


| 6:42 p.m., but no touchdown oc- 


“Muncie police and area residents 


. reported seeing a funnel cloud west of 


Muncie at about 6:23 p.m. 
In Bloomington, a severe thunder- 
Storm was accompanied by winds 
sting up to 60 mph and quarter- 
zed hail, the weather service said. 
Trees were downed and there were 
reports of power outages along Indi- 
ana 446 in Monroe County. 


7 


> Summer began officially at 12:23. 


p.m. today, on the heels of the final 


* spring storm. 


In central Indiana, heavy storms 
were reported around Columbus, 
bringing quarter-sized hail and 60 
mph winds. 


In northern Indiana, state police 
‚ reported 50 to 60 mph winds and fallen | 


trees at Albion. — 
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Weather woes continue 


By ROB SHAW 
Tribune Staff Writer 

The latest in a series of violent 
summer thunderstorms swept 
through the Terre Haute area Tues- 
day evening, putting on a great light 
show, downing power and telephone 
lines and causing some property dam- 
age. 

Hardest hit by the storm, which 
passed through the area between 7 
and 7:30 p.m., was the north end of 
town, where downed trees and power 
lines disrupted traffic for an hour on 
some busy streets. 

Otter Creek Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment members were kept busy from 
about 7 p.m. until 11 p.m., according 
to firefighter John Meyers. 

“Машу, we cleared roads where 
there were downed tree limbs," 
Meyers said today. 

The limbs, which were ripped from 
the tree trunks and spilled onto road- 
ways, caused headaches for motorists 
on some northside thoroughfares, in- 
cluding Lafayette Avenue, the fire 
department spokesman added. 

“It (the traffic) was down to one 
lane for a half-hour to 45 minutes,” he 
said. 

At least one hangar at Sky King 
Airport, 6050 Clinton Rd., incurred 
substantial damage from the wind- 
and lightning-packed summer storm. 

"It (the wind) took two parts off 
the roof and two of the doors... I 
imagine it about destroyed them," 
said Bill Nickle, a mechanic at the 


The J.I. Case Co., 4831 N. 13th St., 
also was a victim of the vicious 
weather, according to a company 
official. 

“It’s my understanding that we had 
a little roof damage and a few broken 
windows," said Jim Eikelberger, a 
member of the personnel depart- 
ment. 


Besides the roof and window prob- 
lems, the storrn also took its toll ina 
somewhat bizarre way, when, ‘‘It — 
whatever it was — picked up a rail- 
road car and moved it quite a ways," 
he explained. 

Eikelberger said that no employees 
had to leave because of the storm. 
Early reports by area media Tuesday 
night had erroneously indicated that 
some employees had been asked to 
evacuate the plant. 


Several portions of northern Vigo 
County were without power after the 
storm rampaged through the area, 
according to various law enforcement 
officials. 

By mid-morning today, practically 
all Public Service Indiana customers 
had service restored, but there were 
still some areas in the dark. 

“Тпе crews worked all through the 
night to get the power back on — and 
they're still working now," said 
Gordon Ayer, PSI area community 
services supervisor. 

“We had quite a problem with the 
storm — but most of the problems 
were up north," he added. 


Ayer said he expected things would. 


be back to normal by noon today. 

Spokesmen for the Indiana State 
Police, Vigo County Sheriff's Depart- 
ment, the Terre Haute Police Depart- 
ment and other area sheriff's depart- 
ments all said things were “pretty 
quiet" Tuesday evening despite the 
latest onslaught of threatening weath- 
er. 

“I don't believe we had it as bad as 
you had it over there," said a spokes- 
woman for the Clay County Sheriff's 
Department this morning. 

Even though most Vigo County 
residents would probably say that this 
summer has been filled with more 
than its share of violent weather, a 
National Weather Service official 
says that's not the case. 

"It's nothing abnormally high — it 
(the summer) hasn't been as violent 
as we would normally expect," said 
John Kottke, agriculture 
meteorologist with the NWS at 
Purdue University. 

“When we get these frontal move- 
ments between the warm and cold air 
masses, that's what kicks off these 
thunderstorms," Kottke said in a 
telephone interview this morning. 

After much of the thunderstorm 
activity had subsided, a strange-look- 
ing orange glow cast its shadow over 
the city, suggesting the set of a 
science fiction movie. 

Kottke said the glow is not unusual 
and was “а result of the angle of the 
sun combined with the particular 
cloud layers and the moisture in the 
air." 
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TOPPLING EFFECT — A line of thunderstorms аде to trees such аз this опе i rthern. Vi 
packing high winds swept through the Terre Haute County. EUR M P IA 
area Tuesday evening, causing considerable dam- 


By BENJAMIN MOULTON 
Indiana Climatic Center 

July is traditionally а wet month 
with a history of having excessive 
rainfall on one or two days of four 
inches or more per day. Tradi- 
tionally, also, July is the warmest 
month of the year. We can't as yet 
determine the relative warmth of 
July, 1982, but the temperatures aver- 
aged 80.5 degrees which is almost five 
degrees above normal. The highest 
temperature was 98 but this occurred 
on the 6th. Seventeen days had max- 
imums above 90. The lowest tem- 
perature was 56 on the first day of 
July. The higher temperatures re- 
sulted in a 20 percent increase in 
cooling days. July of 1982 kept its 
record of being traditionally hot. 

Rainfall in July was not much 
above normal, only .37 of an inch, and 
although some may have felt it ex- 
cessively wet we had 20 days with no 
rain at all. July 3 had 1.91 inches and 
the 19th had 1.38 so those two days 
had most of the rain for the month, 3.9 
inches of the 4.77 that fell. Just for 
contrasts in July, 1979, 10.96 fell and 
in 1974’s July .70 was recorded. . 

In the daiiy or diurnal change of 
atmospheric conditions 20 days could 
be considered uncomfortable when 
considering the combined effect of 
temperature and moisture. The un- 
saturated air of the atmosphere 
makes for conditions where moisture 
may evaporate from the skin and thus 
the cooling effect. However, we just: 
usually refer to the oppressive weath- 
er implying we are not cooling off 
very much. We generally record this 
feature as relative humidity and state 
it as a percentage. We can get along 


и 


^ у í A LS 
quite well with humidity in the 30-80 _ 
percent range and above this level in 
summer it is usually sticky and un- 
comfortable. Relative humidity is 


` higher at night and lower in the day 


except when air masses bring in 
excessive moisture. Twenty days had | 
so little difference between high and 
low temperature they could be con- 
sidered uncomfortably hot ad humid 
or "sticky days." 

There are many indices that at- 
tempt to present the relationships of 
moisture in the air to the tem- 
perature. Locally the term 
"humiture" is being used. This term 
was developed in 1937. This attempts 
to interpret a temperature that an 
individual senses because of the re- 
duced cooling effect of high relative 
humidity and high temperatures. At a 
90-degree air temperature and a 90 | 


percent relative humidity the sensa- 


tion is of a temperature of 112. Thé ^ 
humiture index is usually a number of · 
degrees above the air temperature. 
Some are uncomfortable with the 
humiture index of 85 but there is 


. almost universal discomfort when the 


index is 100 or more. Others use such 
terms as “apparent temperature,” 
“discomfort index," 'humidex" and 
"heat stress index.” 
Clear or nearly clear days pre- . 
dominated but haze appeared in many 
of the later days of the month. Condi- 
tions were particularly clear on the 


- 6th during the lunar eclipse. 


The climatic chart attached com- 
pares the July of 1982 with past 
records. No extremes of temperature 
or precipitation were broken and July 
appeared to be close to average. 
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Bailing out 
Flooding was -a problem for Southwood subdivision resident 
Sheldon Bell and other area residents today as 2.7 inches of 


rainfall overnight caused a 
Coramunity Affairs File 


flash flood watch to be issued by the 
м/о Н? 


Thunderstorms drop 2. 


through tonight. 


Sinthes of 
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National Weather Service.: The flash flood notice continues 


rain, 


leaving residents soggy, late for work 


Some Terre Haute residents may have had 
trouble getting into work on’ time today after 
Mother Nature dropped 2.7 inches of rain on the 
area last night, causing flooding and power 
outages. 

The National Weather Service issued a flash 
flood watch for the area extending through 
tonight. 

An Indiana State Police spokesman said South 
Park Drive in the Marywood subdivision and 
Carlisle Road at Brookside Estates was flooded, 
as was Denny's restaurant in Riverside Plaza. 


“There's flooding all over the place, but it’s a 
normal thing,’’ said Gil Leonard, Vigo County 
Civil Defense director. ''It'll dry up soon if there's 
no more гаш.” 

‚ Thunderstorms will continue over Indiana to- 
day but there may be a lull in thunderstorm 
activity during the late morning and early after- 
noon hours, the National Weather Service says. 


Thunderstorms should become more numerous i 
late this afternoon and early tonight as a weak 


cold front moves into the state, forecasters say. 
That front is expected to be out of the area by 


Thursday morning. 

The storm did cause some scattered power 
outages throughout the area, mainly because of 
the lightening, said Bill Price, a Public Service 
Indiana official. He added that the power inter- 
ruptions were ''isolated" and that no major 
outages occured. 

Crews were still out working early today to 
restore service. 

Forecasters say cO YR s highs will be in the 80s. 
Lows tonight are expected to range from the low 
60s north to low 70s in the south. 
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Falling temperatures herald autumn's 


By ROB SHAW 
Staff Writer 
Brrrrrrrr! 
Autumn doesn't arrive officially until 2:46 a.m. Thurs- 
day, but fall temperatures arrived a little ahead of 
schedule in the Wabash Valley today. 


The mercury dipped to 47 degrees at 4 a.m. today at 


Hulman Regional Airport's flight service station. A tem- 
perature of 44 degrees was recorded at Pfizer Inc., south 
of the city. 

Many area residents were complaining about the cold 
weather and were busy getting their furnaces back in 
working order, but a National Weather Service official 
pointed out that a 47-degree reading isn't all that uncom- 
mon for this time of year. 

John Kottke, agriculture meteorologist with the NWS at 
Purdue University, said that normal low temperatures for 
late September range from the | 1 50s. But, the 
weather specialist did admit it w 
— warm this morning. 

“I think last night was one of the cooles 


Kottke said this morning in a telephone interview. 

A reading of 42 degrees was recorded at West Lafayette, 
while other portions of the state had even lower readings, 
including Fort Wayne with a 37, Kottke said. 

“There was some frost in extreme northern Indiana," 
Kottke said. “The coldest temperatures were up further 
north and west.” 

Northern Indiana will not be the only section of the state 
that will be hard-hit by the cold tonight, Kottke pointed out. 
Both northern and central Indiana have a good chance of 
light frost in the forecast. 


“I wouldn't be surprised if it got down to 40 and maybe © 


even dipped into the upper 30s by Wednesday morning," 
Kottke said. 

“The forecast indicates the possibility of frost in the 
low-lying areas, but there is not a ‘warning’ per зе,” he 


i "er the least | 
le зеазоп,” 


he explained. ''They (Ше crops) were way ahead of 
schedule.” 

The first frost in the Terre Haute area usually occurs 
during the first week of October, Kottke said. 


The reason for the cold weather is that the flow in the 
atmosphere is steering plenty of crisp Canadian air into the 
Midwest, Kottke said. Indiana residents may as well get 
used to the Canadian air, he added, because it will be here 
for awhile. 

“It looks like that pattern is going to persist for the next 
five to seven days," Kottke explained. 


Temperatures tonight are expected to slip into the upper 
30s to around 40, with highs Wednesday in the 60s. 

А slight warming trend is in store for the Hoosier state 
the rest of the week, with temperatures climbing above 70 
degrees by Thursday. 


~By the weekend, however, another surge of cold Canadi- 
anair will move into the area, bringing temperatures down 
to normal or below normal levels again, Kottke predicted. 
If that happens, more and more customers of the Terre 


j Haute Gas Corp. will be cranking up thermostats to try to 
eep warm. 
During the cold spell the past two days, a gas company 

spokesman said total gas usage has been u 

“We have picked up a little bit of heat load, ” said Joel 

Beasley, an engineer for the utility. 

“Last night (Monday), it really picked up somewhat,” 
he added. 
“I think it’s particularly characteristic of older people 

— they kick on their furnaces a little sooner,” Beasley 
. said. 

Before furnaces are activated for the heating season, 
they should be checked properly, Beasley warned. The 
utility official advised the following: 

е Furnaces should be inspected annually by a qualified 
heating specialist. 

е АП filters should be cleaned or replaced to be sure they 


added. 
Frost in late September could spell trouble for "am are in good working condition. 


crops some years, but it shouldn't have any adverse effect | 


this year, Kottke pointed out. 
“Еог the big crops it doesn't look like any real threat," 


* All belts should be checked for problems. 
Terre Haute Gas does not make inspections of cus- 
tomers' furnaces, Beasley said. 
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Believe it or not, 7: 575 во 
August was dry month 


By BENJAMIN MOULTON 
Indiana State University 

It would be difficult to convince most people that August was dry or drier 
than normal for Terre Haute because the last two days had most of the 
rainfall for the month. 

Rainfall for the month was .25 inch less than normal. Twenty-one days 
had no rain at all and there was a long dry spell from Aug. 12 to Aug. 23. 

On Aug. 24, there was .76 of an inch of rain, 1.28 inches fell on the 30th 
and there were additional amounts on the 31st: Three days of the month 
accounted for about 80 percent of the precipitation in August. 

As is true of summer rainfall patterns, there are often copious quantities 
in short periods. These are listed with the approximate chance for 
occurence in Terre Haute, as follows: 


е \ inches in five minutes, once in 10 years. 
* ] inch in 15 minutes, once in five years. 

е 1% inches in 15 minutes, once in 100 years. 
е | inch in 30 minutes, once in 2% years. 

° 2 inches in 30 min., once in 50 years. 

* 2 inches in 60 minutes, once in 10 years. 

* 3 inches in 60 minutes, once in 100 years. 
e 2 inches in 120 minutes, once in five years. 
* 3 inches in 120 minutes, once in 25 years. 
* 4 inches in 120 minutes, once in 100 years. 
е 3 inches in eight hours, once in 8 years. 

е 4 inches in eight hours, once in 25 years. 

* 4 inches in 24 hours, once in five years. 

® 5 inches in 24 hours, once in 50 years. 


Each of the rates of intensity are of such a nature that most surfaces, 
especially those which are paved or with a subsurface that carries water 
poorly, could experience flash floods, especially in colder periods. 

With so little rain in August, skies were essentially clear with only six 
cloudy days. The remaining days were either cloudy or partly cloudy, 
althogh fog was frequest. 

The highest temperature of the month was 96 degrees, which occured on 
Aug. 3, 4 and 5. The low temperature was 53 degrees on the 29th. 

August's average temperature was 74.4 degrees, compared to the long 
time average of 73.7 degrees. This produced 158.5 cooling degree days, or 
a near average. As far as the average temperature went, August was nearly 
normal. 

Although Terre Haute was warmer and wetter in 1981, the greatest. 
difference this year was the lack of rainfall with an association of 
moderately hot days. 
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Except for Sept. 1, iy 


it was a dry month— 
but what a first day! 


By BENJAMIN MOULTON 
Climatic Station, Indiana State University 

Early, between 4 a.m. and 5 a.m., on Sept. 1 we had an extremely 
intense rainfall. It would appear that approximately 2.43 inches fell 
between 4 a.m. and before 5 a.m. and this may well have established a 
record for the station. The event could be classified as a torrential 
downpour. Since only 4.00 inches fell for all of September and 3.18 inches 
fell on Sept. 1, the rest of the month was dry. 

With the lack of rainfall there was an abundance of sunshine and clear 
skies, so temperatures were above normal, for the month, averaging 68.3 
degrees F. compared to the long-time average of 67.3 degrees F. The 
high for the month was 92 degrees F. on the 14th, and the low of 44 
degrees F. was on the 23rd. But no previous temperature records were 
broken. , 5 

There were more growing degree days and cooling degree days than 
a year ago. September was warm and dry. m Д 

September had many days into early morning fog, essentially a 
feature of longer and cooler nights, little wind, and moist air. It is not 
an unusual phenomenon. Winds primarily blew from the western quarter 


and mostly from the southwest segments. Maximum wind velocities of 


34 mph on the first and 31 mph on the 18th. 
September was not characterized this year by the usual “пе gale,” 
a storm coming about the time between the summer and fall seasons. 


АП in all it was a very good September. 
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October, like its alter 
ego April, makes for 
pleasant transition 


By BENJAMIN MOULTON 
Climatic Station 
Indiana State University 

The transition month of October, 
one of two each year, the other being 
April, markes the great change from 
the summer to winter. 

No two months are more tradi- 
tional in the shock value to the en- 
vironment, and each of the months 
has a respectable example of the past 
season and the future season. Vege- 
tation finally ceases growth, particu- 
larly frost-susceptible ones, in Octo- 
ber and doesn't start again until late 
April. At the same time each of these 
two months may be the most hospi- 
table to mankind, not too cold, too 
hot, too wet or too dry. Days are 
warm and nights are cold. 

October in Terre Haute had a high 
temperature of 89, and low of 30. The 
growing season ended with the wide- 
spread frost on the 22nd. Even so in 
protected city areas we still have 
some plants that are not frost-killed. 
Furthermore, the average for the 
month was 58,4 degrees F, (four 
degrees above normal) and perhaps 
the best for human physical and 
mental effort. 

An average temperature of 55 is 
often characterized as the ''eternal 


springtime.” 


To go with all the nice tem- 
peratures we had clear bright skies; , 


14 clear days, seven cloudy days and 


10 partly cloudy days that helped us | 


appreciate the nice days. 
Precipitation in October was 
slightly above normal at 2.85 inches, 
compared to an average of 2.36 in- 
ches. The precipitation occurred in 
three rainy periods separated by days 
of clear weather. Most fell from Oct. 


6-9 when 2.31 inches fell during the ~ 


four days. After Oct. 20, little pre- 
cipitation fell. Some would say we 
had one good rain in October. 

As is proper for fall we had several 
periods of gusty winds that tossed the 
leaves around as well as a few other 
things. Recorded winds from 26 to 34 
mph happened Oct. 6, 10, 15, 19 and 20. 


We also begin to see the first of the 
heating degree day measurements. 
Most everyone hates to turn on the 
heat, but temperatures reached a 
level so that heat was needed from 
Oct. 10 on although the last couple 
days of the month had very warm 
weather. With 261 heating degree 
days in October can you notice this on 
your heating bill? 

October of 1982 was a lovable ex- 
perience. 
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Record-breaking tem 
expected in.area for awhile 


By ROB SHAW DEC 2 1982 
Staff Writer 

Record-breaking warmth that hit the га Valley 
today is expected to stay around for at least a few more 
days, a National Weather Service official said today. 

John Kottke. agriculture meteorolgist with the weather 
service at Purdue University, said a stalled low-pressure 
system in the western United States is responsible for the 
warm, moist air dominating the Midwest's weather pat- 
tern. 

"The best way to sum it up is that the low-pressure 
circulation has remained stationary over the western 
states and that has allowed for an extended period of warm 
air flow," Kottke said. 

High temperatures today were expected to break the 
previous record high of 67 degrees, set in 1970. Highs were 
predicted to reach 70 degrees, according to forecasts. 

“It’s quite unusual — most parts of the state will set new 
record high temperatures," Kottke said. 

Record high temperatures could be in the picture for the 
Hoosier state again for Friday, Kottke said, as the 
mercury is expected to climb back into the upper 60s after 
bottoming out only in the low 60s tonight. 


The warm weather that has been pushed up from Ше, 


Gulf of Mexico by the southwesterly flow of air has brought 
with it plenty of rain and plenty of wind. Kottke said that 
is not unusual. 


pera, 
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“There’s potential for quite a bit of rain," he explained. 
“We would expect to see totals of an inch or better.” 

Winds this morning were averaging between 18 to 20 
mph, according to a spokeswoman for the Federal Aviation 
Administration at Hulman Regional Airport. Winds were 
expectedto increase in strength throughout the day, Kottke 
said. 

“It’s quite breezy — the reason being that the low- 
pressure system is moving closer," the weather expert 
explained. “Аз that happens, we're Berting some strong 
spring-like winds.” 

The winds, clouds and rain will remain present at times 
tonight, Kottke predicted, with temperatures dropping 
only a few degrees into the low 60s. 

Friday will be a carbon сору of today, Kottke said, with 
one small difference. ‘‘With the cloud cover and the rain, 
the temperatures won't warm up as much,” he pointed out, 
saying that highs might only stretch into the upper 60s 
Friday. 

A slight cooling trend will affect temperatures Friday 
night, according to Kottke, with lows in the upper 50s. The 
outlook for the weekend is for more clouds, more rain and 
more warm weather, һе said. Lows will be in the mid to 
upper 40s, with highs expected to be in the upper 50s to 
around 60. 

Above-normal temperatures and above-normal pre- 
cipitation have been forecast for next week, Kottke said. 
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November: Flashback to 


.By BENJAMIN MOULTON 
Climatic Station 
Indiana State University 

Novenber and March are the cushion 
months between either a winter or warmer 
season depending upon which month you 
refer to. 

November this year has been a deep soft 
cushion not showing us into winter but 
instead giving us flashbacks of Indian 
Summer or earlier. The month averaged 
45.4 degrees F., or about 3 degrees above 
normal and showed the fewest heating 
degrees in a November for the past four 
years. The highest temperature was 74 
degrees and the lowest 20 degrees. Only 
three days averaged below freezing. At the 
same time no high or low temperature 
records were broken. 

Most individuals appear to be tolerate of 
moderate changes in temperature, usually 
20 degrees or less. This seems to apply 


li 


valley weather 


whether it is summer or winter or in 
between. This November was a com- 
fortable month because the daily change in 
temperature from high to low was less 
than 20 degrees on 20 of the 30 days. This 
is just another reason why November was 
such a comfortable month. 

The 3.18 inches of precipitation was 
slightly above the norm of 3.02 inches, with 
rain occurring on only 10 days. The wettest 
period, four days in length, was from the 
26th through the 29th. The longest period of 
drought (no precipitation) was eight days. 

Аз one might expect most days were 
clear or partly cloudy but nine days had 
complete overcast conditions. 

Although we had pictured a soft month, 
the threat of winter was not out of the 
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picture in November. Snow flurries threat- 
ened on the 4th, 5th and 13th, but there was 
no ground accumulation. 

In contrast, we had much disruption by 
winds and wind storms on six different 
days perhaps the worst being on the 12th 
when the instruments recorded the follow- 
ing wind velocity: 

3 a.m. — 43 mph 

3:30 a.m. — 40 mph 

4:25 a.m. — 42 mph 

9:35 a.m. — 46 mph 

11 a.m. — 41 mph 

3:15 p.m. — 40 mph 

4 p.m. — 40 mph 

4:30 p.m. — 34 mph 

6:10 p.m. — 41 mph 

11 p.m. — 39 mph 

Most of these were gusty breezes from 
south to southwesterly in origin. However, 
these were mostly mild since the tem- 
peratures were in ка 60's. 
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Fall conditions 


Т DEC 2 8 1982 


to winter's first big blast 


By ROB SHAW 
Staff Writer 

It may have felt like fall early this morning as the 
thermometer hovered at 55 degrees, but 45 mph northwest 
winds, falling temperatures and forecasted snow showers 
are guaranteed to turn that fall briskness into a winter 
chill. 

The mercury started the day near record highs across 
Indiana, but a sweeping low-pressure system out of 
Wisconsin plunged the mercury downward throughout the 
day, according to Walt Stirm, agriculture meteorologist 
with the National Weather Service at Purdue University. 

That same low-pressure system has created havoc for 
much of Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota and Kansas, Stirm 
said, dumping as much as a foot of snow in some locales. 

Indiana can expect mere snow flurries and some brief 
snow showers, according to Stirm. Some parts of Iowa 
have picked up one-to-two inches of snow from the snow 
showers. 

But while Hoosiers apparently won't be blessed with too 
much of the white stuff, they better be prepared for some 
pretty cold weather, Stirm said. 

“Tonight, the wind-chill factor will be quite significant 
with the 25 to 30 mph winds," he explained. “That will 
certainlyhave a sub-zero effect. That will make it a little 
bit risky for outdoor animals who aren't used to it.” 

The wind-chill factor takes into account the chilling 
effect of the velocity of winter winds with low tem- 
peratures, producing a temperature lower than the actual 
mercury reading. 

Winds this morning at Hulman Regional Airport were 
averaging between 20 and 30 mph, according to a spokes- 
man for the Federal Aviation Administration's Flight 
Service Station. Gusts were recorded as high as 45 mph. 

"They'll probably diminish some this evening, but 
they're gonna stay that way all day," the FAA official said. 

The high winds started creating problems for Public 


Service Indiana officials at about 3 a.m., according to - 


William Price, PSI area manager. 

“There are no large outages, but we have had some 
limbs blown into lines that have knocked them down," 
Price said. 

"We didn't fare too badly at all, considering the winds 
and all the weather," he added, 

Price said that high winds downed lines near Allendale, 
near the Castaway Trailer Court in Riley and near New 
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Goshen off Indiana 150. 

Crews were expected to have service restored to all 
affected areas by about 10 a.m. today, Price said. 

Winds this morning were from the west and southwest; 
this afternoon they were expected to switch over from the 
west and northwest. That will bring the sharply colder air 
in from Canada, Stirm said. 

“It (the temperature) will be falling steadily and by 
mid-afternoon it will be down in the 30s in your area,” he 
explained. Temperatures will plunge into the upper teens 
and lower 20s tonight. 

For Wednesday, highs will climb only into the upper 20s 
under cloudy skies, Stirm predicted. Wednesday night will 
be a real chiller, with lows dipping down between 5 and 10 
degrees. 

Highs Thursday through Saturday will be in the mid and 
upper 20s with lows in the teens, Stirm said. 

Not only will outdoor animals suffer from the bitter cold, 
but so will people, according to the Vigo County Office of 
Civil Defense. Civil Defense officials advise the following 
during bitter cold weather: 

е Stay indoors unless it is absolutely necessary to go 
outdoors. If you go outside, avoid overexertion. Cold 
weather alone puts an added strain on a person's heart. 

е Wear proper clothing. Several layers of loose-fitting, 
lightweight, warm clothing are better than one thick, 
heavy garment. Trapped air, warmed by body heat, will 
circulate between the layers to keep a person warmer. 

e Keep clothes dry. Wet clothing loses all insulating 
value and should be changed as quickly as possible. 


е Wear some type of hat. The body loses a great deal of — 


heat through the head, so wearing a hat will keep a person 
warmer. Mittens are better than gloves, because they 
allow fingers to touch the rest of the hand and a person's 
body heat will keep the hands warmer. 

* Watch for frostbite and other results of cold-weather 
exposure. Frostbite causes numbness and white- or blue- 
tinted skin. It appears most commonly in the fingers, toes, 
ears and nose. Do not rub frostbitten areas with snow or 
ice — it will only compound the problem. 

* To treat frostbite, get the victim into dry clothing and 
a warm bed. Use warm towels, a heating pad or hot-water 
bottle. Concentrate on the trunk of the body, shoulders, 
chest and stomach. Keep the head low and the feet raised 
to improve circulation of blood to the head. Give the victim 
warm drinks, but never alcohol or other drugs. 
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